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from being submerged by them, if, that is, we understand their
significance and follow the practice intelligently.

Blessings from

BAPU

[From Gujarati]
Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

30.   LETTER TO JV. M. SAMARTH

August 20, 1918

DEAR MR*   SAMARTH1,

Many many thanks for your letter. I do believe in the re-
ligious treatment and that is what I have applied in the main,
but I believe also in nature cure and fasting. Nature cure is
hydropathy and enema. The only food I am taking is fruit juices*
principally orange juice. I am free to confess that nature cure
means to that extent want of faith in the purely religious cure. I
have not the courage to keep myself exclusively to the latter when I
know that the disease is due to a breach of nature's laws.

I am sorry I cannot be with you tomorrow nor can I give
my name to the movement. I wish to hold myself aloof from
both the movements, for I hold views which are acceptable to
neither party. I feel that at the present moment all the leaders
should concentrate their efforts upon recruiting to the exclusion
practically of every other activity* I know that the Extremists do
not agree with me and I hardly think the Moderates go as far as
I go. Whilst I accept the M. C. Scheme2 in the main, to make
it acceptable I should insist upon certain modifications and my
insistence would go the length of wrecking the Scheme if the modi-
fications were not accepted after exhausting every means at my dis-
posal. To get the modifications accepted, I should not therefore
hesitate to use what has been commonly called passive resistance.
The Moderates will not accept this condition. I must therefore
bide my time patiently and plough my own solitary furrow.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 A member of the 1914 Congress Deputation to England
2 The Montagu-Chelmsford Scheme of Reforms